GLCC 2026 Summer Flotilla

Preliminary Routes, Stops and Mileage
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good Evening and Welcome to tonight’s webinar where we’ll be providing detailed information regarding the GLCC’s Summer Flotilla, routes, stops, mileage and port of call information. As Dave mentioned, my name is Dee McClure.  I am coordinator for the Flotilla and presentation.


We are so pleased to present this webinar – the first of its kind – to connect GLCC members and provide for meet ups during the summer cruising season.  We have been overwhelmed by the response to this NEW concept and look forward to sharing our ideas and insights.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good Evening and Welcome to tonight’s webinar where we’ll be providing detailed information regarding the GLCC’s Summer Flotilla, routes, stops, mileage and port of call information. As Dave mentioned, my name is Dee McClure.  I am coordinator for the Flotilla and presentation.


We are so pleased to present this webinar – the first of its kind – to connect GLCC members and provide for meet ups during the summer cruising season.  We have been overwhelmed by the response to this NEW concept and look forward to sharing our ideas and insights.


Contact information for all presenters is provided at end along with links to harbor reports.

If you are not currently a GLCC member, note that the new member initiation fee is waived thru the end of March, so it’s a great time to join and gain all the benefits of membership before the start of the season.



Webinar Topics

* Ports of Call including services available with
references to specific Harbor Report

* Insights on navigating particularly tricky areas
* Discussion of alternate stops

* |[dentification of which ports the GLCC has arranged
dockage slip holds and/or discounts



Why a Flotilla?

. * Adventure for Everyone

- weekend to long term cruising options including
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-adjustable schedule-

* Float Plan Itinerary & Support

- providing insights/perspectives from experienced
cruisers, providing confidence to extend your cruising area


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Adventure:  Have you ever dreamed of discovering hidden harbors across Lake Michigan or Huron, or exploring the legendary Apostle Islands, marveling at the wild beauty of Isle Royale, or? Now’s your chance! The flotillas—group meet ups designed for both seasoned sailors and enthusiastic powerboaters provide opportunities for a series of day trips, long weekends or distance cruising.

Hop On, Hop Off Flexibility: Join the cruise wherever it fits your schedule. Sail with friends, meet new people, and explore new destinations—all based on your interests and schedule.

Float Plan Itinerary & Support: We’ve completed the time-consuming detailed planning – you just pick and choose where you want to go and when!  The Club has created detailed itineraries for you including outlining services available and, in some harbors, coordinated slip holds (some discounts!) at prime spots like Frankfort, Washington Island, Munising and anchoring options in many ports.  The flotilla itinerary is fluid and provides opportunity for exploring nearby areas and harbors. 



What a Flotilla is not....

* Mandatory “follow the leader” formation:
Nope - that’s not it! Come and go as you please!

* Inflexible: Weather dictates everything.
Weather change = potential change to
route and/or dates. Gumby flexibility always important!

* Responsibility: Each boat responsible for
its own course/route choice. Review Harbor Reports
and check out GLCCSchool webinars for detailed
Information on ports and cruising areas.

Chicago
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Related GLCC School offerings will be discussed in upcoming slide
Links to all harbor reports mentioned provided at the end of the presentation
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s the big picture.  Although some GLCC members may make the entire trip, many will be “hopping on, hopping off”  - that’s the beauty of a flotilla.  Some will join us to cross the lake for the first time, to visit a new port, attend the Mackinac Island Rally, or Rally at the Soo.  Some joining at different ports will journey all the way to the Rendezvous in Duluth/Superior.  Mark Wild who is our next presenter will be coming from Racine –solo - 649 nm.  

The Stops were designed for reasonable travel days for sailboats.  With 50% of the flotilla being power boats, we anticipate many power boats may skip stops or start late to meet up OR coordinate amongst themselves to travel in groups. Whatever floats your boat works!

Also, based on the overwhelming response we’ve received, it appears there will be cruisers from southern Lake Michigan –Michigan City, Holland, Manistee, Muskegon, White Lake.  We would be happy to help coordinate a subset flotilla coming up from SW Michigan, whether it be sail or power.  Please reach out to us if interested - Look for our contact information at the end of the presentation. 

Note this is a preliminary route.  As will be discussed during the presentation, weather changes may result in changes to the route – that’s the fun of cruising – expecting the unexpected!  

ADDED BONUS:  The GL Singlehanded Society’s race to Mac Island from Chicago and Port Huron starts on June 20th.  You’ll likely be able to see race boats coming up both Lake Michigan and Lake Huron underway during the flotilla


Related GLCCSchool Webinars*

* Cruising Lake Huron with Rob Hillman

* Introduction to Cruising Lake Superior with Dave Carr

* Cruising Lake Superior’s South Shore with Niels Jensen

* Cruising Lake Superior’s Apostle Islands with Niels Jensen

* Wilderness Cruising Lake Superior’s Isle Royale with Niels Jensen
* Navigating Locks with Bill Rohde

*Webinars are always available as recordings. Webinars/recordings are free to
GLCC Members

Ottav


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The GLCCSchool has some excellent webinars related to the areas we will be cruising in.  Highly recommend you check them out.  

Cruising Lake Huron is coming up on March 26th with Rob Hillman – who you’ll hear from a bit later in the presentation.  

All the other courses are available as recordings.  Remember, GLCCSchool classes are free to members and the recordings can be replayed until the end of the summer.  Enjoy!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will be referring to Harbor Reports throughout this presentation.  If you’re not familiar with GLCC’s Harbor Reports, you are missing out a great resource for planning a day, weekend or longer trip.  Here’s an excerpt example of the type of content included in each of our over 1,100 Harbor Reports available to members along with a snapshot of all of the harbor reports (apologies to Lake Erie and Ontario for cutting them out… we have so many there was not room on this slide!)

You’ll note the “H-77” attached to Mackinac Island.  “H” is for Lake Huron, “M” is for Michigan, “S” is for Superior, “NC” is for North Channel, etc.  



Flotilla Coordinator: Rear Commmodore Dee McClure

Segment 1: Lake Michigan — West: Racine to Mackinac Island
 Port Captain Mark Wild and Rear Commodore Dee McClure

Segment 2: Lake Huron: Detroit/Bay City to Mackinac Island
* Commodore Joe McKeown

Segment 3: Mackinac Island to Sault Ste. Marie and the Soo locks
* Rear Commodore Rob Hillman

Segment 4: Lake Superior: Sault Ste. Marie to Duluth/Superior
e Rear Commodore Nelson Stone

Segment 5: Post Rendezvous: Thunder Bay and Isle Royale
* Rear Commodore Nelson Stone

Cleveland

Ottav


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve broken down the flotilla into segments.  For each segment, we’ll provide detailed routing, information on ports of call, recommendations and suggestions from avoiding shoaling to great restaurants or sites not-to-be-missed.  So get comfy, and let’s go cruising together!

Mark Wild is first up with flotilla from Lake Michigan


Segment 1: Lake Michigan —West Side

Racine to Mackinac Island

Port Captain
Rear Commoc

Mark Wild and
ore Dee McClure
Preliminary Route* and dates

A 6/16 : Racine# - Sheboygan 62 nm
e / %75 6/17 : Sheboygan — Kewaunee 45 nm
____ 6/18: Kewaunee - Frankfort 55 nm o
s iGes 6/19: --- LayDay / Weather Day ---
) B - 6/20: Frankfort — Northport# 59 nm
S e "UF 6/21: Northport# — Beaver Isl. 40 nm
e §/22: Beaver Isl-Mac Island 40 nm

*See links for all Harbor Report at end of presentation

#Denotes harbor with a GLCC Port Captain


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mark – Racine to Frankfort       Dee – Northport  to Mac Island

Mention # symbol means there is a Port Captain, your first point of contact for information about the port or if you need to have repair done, etc.
Note that the float plan generally reflects 3-4 long’ish types of days followed by a lay day.  That lay day may occur as projected, or it may become a Weather day in that port or another.  In any event, we have built into the float plan time to relax – and have selected ports that are some of our favorites for exploring.

Mention that all Harbor Report links are at end of presentation
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Reefpoint Marina

Services: Fuel (G/D), pump-out, 30/50

Amp, repairs, restroom/shower, restaurant, laundry,
24-hour security, heated pool/hot tub, grills

#Port Captain: Mark Wild
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mark may want to discuss approaches into Racine and the shoal to the west.  
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Harbor Centre Marina

Services Available:

Fuel (G/D), pump-out, 30/50amp service,
restrooms/showers, ice, provisioning, repairs, restaurant,
laundry, gated marina

@ 6/16 Racine to Sheboygan (M-438) - 62 nm
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Blue dots denote other harbors on the Wisconsin side (Port Washington and Manitowoc) that we might need to duck into due if weather turns or if a boat has a mechanical problem.  They also would be interesting to check out on the way home  

Discuss recommendation when each boat should make docking reservations – should they do it now or a few weeks before, etc?  Of course if there is a note about a GLCC hold, they should contact Dee [contact info at end of presentation].  Refer them to Harbor Report for specific info on where to make dock arrangements at each port of call (i.e., direct, thru DNR, Dockwa, etc).


D

|8

Yachtworks Kewaunee

Services Available:

Fuel (Gas), pump-out, marine services and
repairs, 100-ton Travelift, restaurant,
provisions (2 mile walk)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Sheboygan to Kewaunee pretty straight shot – nothing too tricky other than watch out for shoaling at entrance????
Note where the municipal is versus Yachtworks – Yachtworks being newer, more modern facility.  Mark has reached out to the marina – they have plenty of room and so you can make docing rez closer to start date and you’ll be fine


By
6/ 18 Kewaunee to Frankfort (M -16) - 55 nm 92

— | . -‘. == :-_: -..._—-... ..‘!_ﬂ:_ "--. L l. {j-..l.‘!c.r'.hp Tt

......

MICHIGA

L i -

Jacobson’s Marina

Services Available:

Fuel (G/D), pump-out, 30/50amp service, restroom/showers
ice, restaurants, laundry, grills, pool, propane tank
exchange, hospital, hardware store.

GLCC has a slip hold thru March 31st. Contact Dee McClure
for hold code

Anchorage available — past Municipal Marina


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Add cautionary note regarding fishing – both outside on the lake AND in the channel – in fact all the way up from Pentwater/Ludington


6/19: Lay day/Weather day in Frankfort (M-16)

Frankfort is a major city and well worth a lay day.
The city has much to offer, including:

* Beautiful Lake Michigan beach with walkway out to Breakwater Light

* Dune walk offer spectacular overlooks and walks through hardwood forests.

 Check out fabulous Lobster shack (only open for lunch)
Bike rentals - explore Point Betsie Lighthouse or
Betsie Valley Trail — a 22-mile recreational trail
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Frankfort is a great place for a lay day.  Gorgeous beach about ¼ mile from the marina.  Good restaurants and, of course, ice cream shops.


Alternate Crossings and Stops

If weather conditions are not

conducive to cross, an alternative

is to continue northward to

Detroit Harbor* on Washington Island and
then cross.

If weather dictates crossing early, there are
several options including Muskegon,
Pentwater and Ludington and then

proceed up the eastern side of the Lake.

*Island Outpost Marina has a slip hold for GLCC
Members and offers a discount to GLCC members.
Contact Dee McClure for codes.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention alternate stops – Port Washington and Manitowoc – these function as “Plan B” as cruisers can pop into them if weather changes suddenly enroute to a longer distance port.



2 Enroute to Northport - Photo Opp! -

~ Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore and Point Betsie

y e MR C 3 Mackinac Isl

Morthport

> Traverse City
Frankfort
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo opp on the way to Northport.  Take time to slow down and really enjoy these 2 breathtaking spots.



'® |
- 6/20: Frankfortto Northport#(M -13) - 59 miiles R

NOS 14913 Chart Excerpt
Soundings in fept

# Port Captain:
Vice Commodore Craig Shantz

> Traverse City
Frankfart

MICHIGA
Gull Islang ]

Marine
01 4

< Grand Rapids

Northport =

39

G. Marsten Dame Marlna (aka
Northport Municipal)

Services Available:

Fuel (G/D), pump-out, 30/50amp service,
restroom/showers, restaurants, laundry,
grills, nice grocery store

GLCC has a slip hold. Contact Dee McClure
for slip hold code.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Watch out for gill nets starting before making the turn west into the channel to Northport. 
Quaint little town.  The “Garage” is a favorite casual restaurant.
Remember Port Captains are a great resource for questions about the marina, cruising area or if in need of repairs, etc.  Take advantage of their knowledge!



Ottav
South Dock

Beaver Island Municipal Marina
Services Available:

South: Pump-out, 30/50amp service, water, ice, _ J e
showers, laundry, grills. No fuel, deeper draft — e (S

North: Fuel (G/D, repairs. Less than 6ft draft

Rockford

Cedar Rapids
Chicago .

Cleveland


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve modifed this stop to Beaver Island.  We have a slip hold for the South docks until April 12th.  If interested, reach out to Dee McClure to have your name added to the reservation.  Alternatively, you can reserve a slip at the North docks thru DNR.


) L e ..
6/22: Bay Harbor to Mackinac Island (H-77)-48 nm .

- Navigating Grays Reef -
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
**Mention freighters coming into Grays reef as well as thru the Mac Straits.  You can track freighters, as well as ferries, on AIS or Marine Traffic.  21 miles once you make the turn to Mac Island.  The GL Singlehanded Society Race coming up from Chicago (and also for Lake Huron) could be finishing on Monday.  Watch for them coming thru Grays Reef, along Mac Straits and then entering Mac Island. We’ll alert you what app you can follow the racers.  This could make the journey up Lake Michigan and Lake Huron especially fun.  Obviously, give racers room when navigating near or passing.

Inside passage totally doable and saves time… you’ll see the racers cut the corner.  Just ensure to stay west of the abandoned lighthouse and pass Rose Shoal before heading East.


) { ‘ |
6/22: Beaver Island to Mackinac Island (H-77) - 40 nm

Welcome to the Macklnac Island Rally'

S

FIR 5}?111 14 51

. '1"'-"'-..__ .. HORN RACON (- 9_;'.-=*"' #
Mackinac Island State Harbor , _
Services: E o L A phua,, ';gzl
30/50amp service, water, pump-out, bathroom/showers, laundry, =% P e Y : e 7
restaurants, hardware, medical services, airport and ferry to S e

mainland. No fuel.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention ferry track from St. Ignace and Mac City coming to/from Mac Island and surge as they dock.  If your slip at Mac Island is on Northwest side – ensure you check if ferries are starting their engines to pull out or coming in and wait accordingly. The ferry schedule is published – you might want to check it out ahead of time.
  There is surge in this harbor and these are fixed docks, so you’ll need to ensure your dock lines are plentiful and crossed.  Although there is a pump out, it is not very convenient (on the end dock across from ferries on west side).. RALLY INFO:  dinner at MI Yacht Club, activities centered around 250th birthday celebration, with -time to explore the island on your own


Segment 2: Lake Huron
Sarnia/Bay City to Mackinac Island

Commodore Joe McKeown

Preliminary Route and Dates e {\
6/17: Detroit - Sarnia 50 nm ol WSan
6/18: Sarnia—Harbor Beach 55 nm
6/19: Harbor Beach — Harrisville 57nm === %
Bay City# — Harrisville 69 nm 5. A N
_ 6/20: Harrisville — Rogers City# 61nm N\ |
. 6/21: ---Layday / Weather Day --- T s
6/22: Rogers City# — Mackinac Island 43 nm \ /
'}

rand Rapids [Iﬁ Sy
6/22 - 6/25: Mackinac Island Rally '

(alarmarea Detr{]i‘[{}.-*
|

\ =

*See links for all Harbor Report at end of presentation Det #Denotes harbor with a GLCC Port Captain


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Azure Mer, normally located in either Sarnia, On or Duncan Bay is into Bay City this winter for storage so we will start there. I will also be covering an additional segment route coming up from Detroit and then connecting in Harrisville.  I imagine not many will come from Bay City as opposed to those coming up the rivers from Lake Erie)
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6/17 Detr0|t Sarnia# (D-3) - 50 nm

#Port Captain:
Commodore Joe McKeown
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50-amp service, Water, swimming pool, shuttle to downtown,
restaurant

" Port Huron- James C. Acheson Marina

US Marina Black River between 7" and 10" Street Bridges, open on
schedule.

nd


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is long motor up the river, particularly for a sailboat.  Power boaters can make the trip in about 4 hours, but for a sailboat it is all day against an adverse current of up to 3 knots.  It is fairly scenic (in an industrial kind of way.) Freighter traffic can be heavy, and they must stay in the marked channel for depth.  Two options in Sarnia for Canadian Marinas- Sarnia Bay and Bridgeview.  Sarnia Bay and Bridgeview.  In the US Port Huron has slips generally available, many up the Black River past the drawbridge.  Mention who was Jim Acheson…
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nice marina, has been upgraded as recently as 2020.  There is an anchorage area, but holding is considered generally poor and Strongs South and East winds create significant swell. Entrance is easy via the North Gap entry.  About a mile into the main street, the marina office can sometimes arrange transportation.  A couple of decent restaurants and usual fast food outlets.  We have dined at the Williams Inn a few times and it was pretty good.  
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Bay Harbor Marina
Services: Fuel (G/D), pump-out, restroom/showers,
swimming pool, full service mechanical shop with 60

ton Travelift. P evaland


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bay Harbor, across the River from the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, which offers reciprocity for GLCC members.  River strictly enforces a speed limit.  Large Frieghters use this river and weekend traffic is pretty heavy, including sailboat races along the river and into Saginaw Bay.  Note river runs north.  Lots of good restaurants on both sides of the river, available via dinghy or by Lyft/Uber or taxi.  Favorites include Real Seafood (has dinghy docks available) and the Smokehouse by Liberty Harbor marina.  Food at the Yacht Club is pretty good if they are serving, and they have a space to dock your dinghy.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Harrisville is our next stop.  Other stop options also can include Tawas Bay (45 NM N) which is a nice stop. But we’re headed to Harrisville, 57 NM north and a little west.  Harrisville is a nice stop.  Nice marina easy access to the Lake.  Note the marina is no longer part of the Michigan DNR system, so you have to call them directly to reserve a slip.  There are a couple of restaurants sort of near the marina and a few a mile or so away.  Check the GLCC Harbor report for the latest.  Slips are in good shape and the wifi was working reasonably well in the fall of 2025.  Best part of Harrisville is easy in and out to Lake Huron.  
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Services: Fuel (G/D), oil, pump-out, ice, 30
and 50-amp service, excellent WiFi,

showers, medical clinic, groceries, movie
theatre, library and US Customs check-in.

GLCC members may receive a dockage
discount —reach out to Dee McClure.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next stop on our journey northward is Rogers City, MI.  Excellent Marina, and a nice town.  Marina is easy to enter right off the Lake , between two man-made breakwalls.  Simply a right, left, right entry.  Beach Hall is our Port Captain and is an expert on all things Rogers City and the marina manager and his staff are quite helpful.    Good restaurants within walking distance, a nice bike walking path along the water's edge.  There is a Medical clinic, and the  center of the City is only  three blocks from the marina and most stores and restaurants are within walking distance; transportation is available for those further away. Interestingly, If you're driving an EV, they have one of  the only high speed public charging stations on the Lake Huron shore.
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Rogers City is well worth a lay day. Known as the Nautical City and
Gateway to the North Channel.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More on Rogers City for those on the lay/weather day.  It’s a pleasant stop to spend the day if the Lake is misbehaving.  The trail is a nice walk and even better bike ride for those with bikes on board.  There are a couple of museums and for those who have access to local  transportation.  There is supposedly a taxi and Uber in town, but we haven’t had much luck with that as recently as 2025.  Most of the downtown is walkable however.  Don’t miss Plaths meats store in town.  Great smoked and fresh meat selection.  We aren’t headed that way on this trip, but for future reference, Rogers City is a great jumping point to the North Channel, 46 NM to Meldrum Bay across the Lake.  
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
***Mention ferry track and FREIGHTERS from St. Ignace and Mac City coming to/from Mac Island – follow thru AIS,  daily/hourly ferry traffic in harbor and surge, pump out difficult, fixed docks in low water year, Solo Sailing Race timing. 

RALLY INFO:  dinner at MI Yacht Club, Opening cocktail reception at Mission Point Resort (Cash Bar)
Buffet dinner at Mackinac Island Yacht Club (BYOB)
Round Island Lighthouse exploration (bring your own picnic) 
Opportunity to watch boats finishing the Great Lakes Singlehanded Society races from Chicago and Port Huron
Scavenger hunt with historic twist
Grand Hotel meet-up for drinks (Cash Bar)
Discounted coupons for rental bikes to explore the Island



Come join the fun! This 3-night, 2-day Rally will provide attendees
‘ time to explore the island, meet fellow GLCC members and
participate in events, such as:

* Opening cocktail reception at Mission Point Resort (Cash Bar)

* Buffet dinner at Mackinac Island Yacht Club (BYOB)

* Round Island Lighthouse exploration (bring your own picnic)

* Opportunity to watch boats finishing the Great Lakes
Singlehanded Society races from Chicago and Port Huron

e Scavenger hunt with historic twist

* Grand Hotel meet-up for drinks (Cash Bar)

* Discounted coupons for rental bikes to explore the Island

* ...andso much more

' Mackinac Island Rally
June 22-25, 2026

Click HERE for full Schedule and Registration



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Add Kite Show and option to purchase a Specialty kite at heavily discounted/special GLCC price…..

***Mention ferry track and FREIGHTERS from St. Ignace and Mac City coming to/from Mac Island – follow thru AIS,  daily/hourly ferry traffic in harbor and surge, pump out difficult, fixed docks in low water year, Solo Sailing Race timing. 

RALLY INFO:  dinner at MI Yacht Club, Opening cocktail reception at Mission Point Resort (Cash Bar)
Buffet dinner at Mackinac Island Yacht Club (BYOB)
Round Island Lighthouse exploration (bring your own picnic) 
Opportunity to watch boats finishing the Great Lakes Singlehanded Society races from Chicago and Port Huron
Scavenger hunt with historic twist
Grand Hotel meet-up for drinks (Cash Bar)
Discounted coupons for rental bikes to explore the Island

https://www.glcclub.com/glcc-2026-mackinac-island-rally

Segment 3:
Mackinac Island to Sault Ste. Marie

Rear Commodore Rob Hillman

Option 1: Mackinac Island to the Soo 71 nm
:uSaull Ste. Marie
e et s~ Option #2: Mackinac Isl. - Detour# 33 nm
Detour - Sault Ste. Marie 38 nm
_Richards Landing : . Ottav

sa Option #3 Mackinac Isl. - Harbor Island#  38nm
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is Arpore (CIo) 3anM)  Isfand Harbor Isl# - Sault Ste. Marie 45nm
Yy 3 Option #4: Mackinac Isl. - Lime Island 41 nm
] w9 * iclana Lime Island - Sault Ste. Marie 30 nm
YeamUTorece S Option#5: Mackinac Isl. - East Neebish 56 nm
e East Neebish - Sault Ste. Marie 15 nm

Chicaao

*See links for all Harbor Report at end of presentation #Denotes GLCC Port Captain harbor
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
OK, next we’re cruising from Mackinac Island's to the Soo Locks and the timing could not be better. About 70-80 nautical miles of pure magic –We're going north, against the current, because why make it easy? Let's dive in.“ I am going to outline five options…

Your first option is to leave Mackinac Island at daybreak and make the Soo in one 71 mile passage. About 12-15 hours dock to dock. It’s doable, but it’s a long push upriver against current. Think endurance cruise. This option will allow you to experience the full Engineers Day activities in the Soo on Friday June 26th, as I will explain in a minute. 
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DeTour Marina: Fuel (G/D), pump-out, 30/50 amp service, water
~ HarborlIsland: Wilderness anchorage, no services

" Limelsland:  Dock has 350 ft to tie up. No Services.

East Neebish: Anchorin St. Mary s Rlver

Iowa City " uth Ben
Betteridorf

w4 {Port Captain:
P -+ DeTour: Dave & Cindy Obergefell
| Harbor Isl: Bill & Sandi Matley

- Toledo


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Or you can break up the run into two legs, stopping at Detour’s full service marina. Then 7–10 hours up the river the next day. Civilized, predictable, this will be a popular choice.
Option 3 is to cruise past Detour and anchor at Harbor Island and make the run up the river on Friday. It’s a little bit out of the way, but a nice anchorage.  River leg the next morning is 9-11 hours.

Another good option is to pass by Detour and head up the River for 2 miles and stop at the Michigan State Park on Lime Island. Here you can tie at the dock, but there is no electric or water. 

If you take either of these options, get out on the water early as the fun begins at 9AM in the Soo.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Option 5 is East Neebish Staging�This is really only available for Canadians hopping on the flotilla from the North Channel. You will want to anchor Wed night in Milford Haven. Then head past Lime Island and anchor near Neebish Island (east side). Then it’s just 3–4 relaxed hours to the Soo locks in the morning.  

Each plan balances daylight, current, crew stamina, and weather. The river isn’t difficult — but it is working water, with current and commercial traffic.
The best route? The one that lets you arrive rested, timed well for a once-in-a-lifetime walk over the locks to the administration building and the power station, or just in time for the meet and greet at the top of the tower of history. There are no bad options.



Transiting the St. Mary’s River (NC-01)
< Landing
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is not a lazy drift. It’s working water with current, weather, and 1,000-foot freighters that come up fast from behind.
Keep the current in your planning…In tighter stretches —  — expect a couple knots on the nose. If your boat does 7 knots, today it does 5. Plan fuel and daylight accordingly.
 �Monitor VHF, use AIS to monitor freighter traffic, know your CPA, and be predictable. Freighters can’t dodge like you can, and they’re moving faster than they look.
 �A stiff north wind against current builds short, steep chop — and can slow you more than current. If the forecast is cranky, plan more time.

 about the Rock Cut…The name is not decorative.  Don’t even think about it if you see on AIS that a down bound freighter has left the locks.  Use the upbound lane. If you didn’t anchor at East Neebish, note the anchorage as you pass by… maybe next time.
Photo ops? Absolutely.�Close encounters with freighters, forested islands, sunrise light on the river — stunning.  



@ ' ,ﬂESa It Ste. Marie,

6/26: DeTour, Harbor Island, Lime \. “\\
: Island, East Neebish to Sault Ste X

Marie (S-230) - 15-45 nm 4

Chippewa County St. Joseph

Welcome to the Rally at the Soo! R |\
X2 Click HERE to Register Ay E .

i 1 i s ] Mae Island Rally (3 days)
= me s sr=ggr. F - s T S T
a : 2 % ¥ | d i -{" “. :. -
& % ' } F. F ! ' - s
= e PR RN ST i
. TR, e gl - (St e o e LT 2
= o ') 1 e, | = ]
ey el gl A ) fr iy
Ay S o i
o I - P L - i & -
) T i -
& E | » . e

...- »h | . g o nur l _-l o
- T o o = L
o AN Eﬂl‘l:l-ﬂf Ilnrlna
5 1 L]
5 ! E -
1 -
i e — ;I' Euﬂmm. . Saint Ignace 34 NM
o [ | [ o, 5 '.‘_I s e = |
& - o
B
-, 1]

I, Marina --:. EXackinac leland

restaurants, grills, ice, complimentary morning coffee, courtesy
bicyles


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
OK you have made it to the Soo, and you’re in for a treat because you are just in time for a celebration for Corps of Engineers that operates the American locks.




https://www.glcclub.com/glcc-rally-soo
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Soo Locks '

Engineers Day

9:00 AM United States

Coast Guard Open House
— Walk 200 ft from the

" marina to see displays and

talk with CG personnel

11:00 AM Visit Soo Locks
Park, Observation Deck

“““ and Visitor Center for

viewing freighters and
learning about how the locks
work.

Friday- Saturday- Sunday
June 26 — 28th

Friday June 26t
1:00PM - 3:00PM

Lake Superior State University Center for
Freshwater Research & Education Open
House

Food Trucks, Arts, Crafts & Family Fun
Fair — City Hall lawn a short walk from the
marina

Until 6:00 PM

Soo Locks Visitor Center — exhibits,
history, and observation areas.

Soo Locks Canal Park & Observation Deck
freighter watching and general visits.

~- Cleveland

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

GLCC Reception
and Welcome

Join your fellow GLCC
Cruisers at the top of
the 210 ft Tower of
History observation
lounge for cocktails
and hors d’oeuvres


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 
0900 Head over to the U.S. Coast Guard Station Sault Sainte Marie (right near the marina, short stroll from breakfast at Penny’s Kitchen. Engineers Day means open house– the one day the gates swing wide for civilians! Tour the station, chat with crew about icebreaking ops, search-and-rescue heroics on the Lakes.

Next we go Behind-the-Scenes at the Soo Locks Visitor Center –Engineers Day unlocks extra magic – expect guided or enhanced access, interactive exhibits on how these locks still move more cargo than Panama + Suez some years.  (think massive gates, valves, and the new lock project that's costing billions to keep the iron ore moving).  

 At 6:00PM Head to the Tower of History (that iconic 21-story observation tower downtown, with 360° views of the locks, river, and freighters parading below). Toast the day with panoramic sunset views: International Bridge in the distance, and your private GLCC Welcome to the Soo.  



9:30 AM
International Bridge Walk

lis

The annual International Bridge
Walk takes an easy pace and
provides spectacular views of the
twin Saults, the St. Mary’s River
rapids, and the Soo Locks.

Rally at the Soo

June 26 — 28th

Saturday June 27th

3:00PM - 5:00PM
Tour Museum Ship Valley Camp

GLCC boaters will gather at thls retlred
Lake Freighter, located right next to the
marina, for a guided tour of this time
capsule of history. (You will need to buy
a ticket to join this tour)

6:30PM - 10:00PM
Dinner at Black Rock Bar
& Grill

We will meeting in the
marina parking lot and
travel by shuttle bus to the
Black Rock Bar & Grill. This
1s an award-winning
steakhouse specializing in
steaks served and then
cooked to perfection by you
on a 755° volcanic sizzling
rock. (Not included in
registration fee. Food, drinks
and gambling are paid
mdividually)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
0800: Penny's Kitchen Round 2 
0900: International Bridge Walk Lace up and strut the bridge at 9 a.m. sharp. Michigan to Canada in ~2-3 miles of border-bragging glory:  
1500: Valley Camp Guided Tour Board the 550-ft retired freighter turned museum right next to the marina. Pay your $17 entry fee and meet fellow cruisers for a guided deep-dive into engine room, captain's quarters, Edmund Fitzgerald tributes,  
We end the Evening at the brand new Black Rock Grill at Kewadin Casino  Award-winning steakhouse where your raw steak hits a 755° sizzling rock – your steak is cooked tableside. Juicy, hot, never overdone. After dinner its time to try your luck Vegas style. Each boater covers his own dinner and gambling tab. This meal not included in the $60 event registration.
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June 26 — 28t Register for the
Rally
Sunday June 28t
8:00AM 1:00PM
Breakfast at Penny’s Kitchen Transit the Canadian or American Lock
(not included 1n registration fee)

.

Anchor in Isaak Walton Bay (Upper St. Mary’s River)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sunday is for provisioning. After lunch we Transit the U.S. or Canadian Lock Leaving the marina have your VHF radio on Channel 14 call the lockmaster say  “VDX-23, Canadian Canal. This is the sailing vessel Windshadow leaving Kemp Marina, and requesting upbound passage” 
The lockmaster will respond with instructions. Also, when heading up through the Canadian lock, waiting for it to open you idle behind the blue line on the wall  on the starboard side.
Keep your engine running. Rig fenders on Starboard side. And Two Dock lines. The plastic-coated steel cables that run vertically along the lock wall are spaced every ten feet. You loop your lines around the cables—do not tie your lines to the cables—and control your boat with these lines as the water is raising. When the lift is completed and the gates opened, you can release your lines and exit from the lock.
Head up river 1-2 hours later: 6 miles upriver to Izaak Walton Bay …Drop hook in Izaak Walton Bay – protected, scenic anchorage on the U.S. side near Birch Point. Good holding in 10-15 ft, wildlife views, zero drama. Dinghy-hop to nearby boats – swap stories, sample brews, judge the unofficial Cocktail Competition End the weekend anchored in paradise:

https://www.glcclub.com/glcc-rally-soo
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you decide to transit the American side, It’s a bit different.
Prep before you leave the dock at Kemp Marina.�Rig fenders on the port side. Keep boat hooks handy to help you fend off the lock wall. And yes, everyone handling lines should wear gloves. Line will be provided by the dock hands and you’ll be tending lines under load as the water rises. Just hook the line under the cleat and keep a tight hold, hauling in as the boat rises. Fend off with your boat hook.
The American lock entrance is immediately to port as you depart Kemp Marina. Move slowly, stay clear of commercial traffic, and monitor VHF.

 It’s controlled, orderly, and surprisingly easy. Stay calm, follow directions, and enjoy the ride — it’s one of the great freshwater boating experiences in North America.

That’s it for me. Hope to see everyone in the Soo.


Segment 4: Lake Superior
Sault Ste. Marie to Duluth/Superior

Rear Commodore Nelson Stone

H"'\-.
H'“‘--h,‘
G"':-;_-h'-:' m"*-.x“
A = @] ()Stockton Isl 3 Hh‘t
g === Ccomucopia Ontonagon Big Bay @ of | Ly
N .. O Whitefish PEN,_*
is O zr:'fé'.: Grand Marais \ .{rl
Munising Sault 5t. Marie
Preliminary Ideas for Stops and Dates

6/29: Sault St. Marie — Whitefish Point 35nm  //6: --Lay day/Weather day in Apostle Isl.

6/30: Whitefish Point - Grand Marais 45nm  //7: --Lay day/Weather day in Apostle Isl.

7/4: Houghton — Ontonagon 46 nm

7/5: Ontonagon — Stockton Island# 52 nm Post Rendezvous: Thunder Bay and Isle Royale

*See links for all Harbor Report at end of presentation #Denotes GLCC Port Captain harbor



'® .
-6/29: Sault Ste. Marie to Whitefish (S-220.6) — 35 nm

: Whitefish Pt
=ro=siis Zrand Marais

Munising Sault 5t. Marie

Shelldrake

| Paradise

‘Whitefish Point Marina (harbor of refuge)

Services: First Come/First Serve — no reservations, no
services, no trash receptacles



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention possible shoaling.  2 GLCC members were there last year (6ft draft) and reported no issues at entrance– any shoaling was easy to see.  NELSON – need to add arrows to indicate best anchorage spots at Batchewana.  Mention Shipwreck Museum (hours 9-5pm)
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Burt Townshlp Marina (harbor of refuge):

Services: 180’ breakwall, Fuel (G/D), pump-out, new
restrooms/shower, laundry, restaurants. Anchorage —

GRAND MARAIS
MICHIGAN

Seado 1:15,0100
SOUNDINGS INFEE]

in 20 — 35’ of water (see red arrow)
Potential slip hold for GLCC members: Check in with Dee McClure.
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Enroute to Munising - Photo Opp! - Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
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Munising Bayshore Marina: B A <N ™
1 H |1zd|w§-“S =2 A 187 nky
Services: Fuel (Gas), 30/50amp service, pump-out, water, GARAND ISLAND
% 115 172 235

bath/showers, laundry, grocery, restaurants, ice (in town), = : e — e
Pictured Rocks tour ferries. Slip holds have been arranged ' - ‘
for GLCC members. Reach outto Dee McClure for slip
code.

Anchorage available in Murray Bay (S-219) on Grand Island

Binghamto

Scrante


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nelson – need to add arrows to designate best anchoring spots in Murray Bay
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- 7/2: Munising to Marquette (S -217)-35 nm
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BASIN

verse City
25 FEET JUL 1350

850ft wall aka Coal
Dock
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Cinder Pond Marina:
Services: Fuel (G/D), pump-out, ice, 30/50 amp electric,
water, restroom/showers, grills, laundry, restaurants.
First Come/First Serve at 850ft wall (red arrows). Good
anchorage also available just inside the mooring field as
noted by yellow arrows.

Binghamto


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cinder Pond not Presque Isl.


7/3: Marquette to Houghton/Hancock (S-198) - 69 nm
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Houghton City Docks (south shore):
Services: first come/first serve. 500ft of dock with 30/50amp service,
1,200 feet of dock (on west side of bridge) has no electrical with no fee. I
Restaurants, public library and public toilets fairly easy walk from wall.

Houghton County Marina (north shore): , Buffalo
Services: Fuel (G/D), pump-out, ice, water, 110/220 volt power, ' |
bathrooms/showers, laundry, car rental, limited transient docking. This

marina can be significantly impacted by crosswinds and currents at

fuel dock. Cleveland
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" ONTOMAGON HARBOR

Houghton/Hancock to Ontonagon (S-198) -46 nm
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Ontonagon Municipal Marina(small town):
Services: Fuel (Gas), water, fixed docks, electricity, pump-out, bath/showers,
30-ton Travelift, limited dock staff. Dinghy across river to get into Ontonagon.
1.5 miles from marina: grocery, pharmacy, laundry, hardware, post office,
restaurants, medical/hospital.
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- 7/5: Ontonagon to Stockton Island# (S-191.5) - 52 nm
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Stockton Island:
North dock available on first come, first serve basis with small fee to NPS.
There is a small pier at Quarry Bay with excursion and NPS boats having
priority. Based on wind conditions, there are several good anchorages -
Julian Bay, Quarry Bay and Presque Isle Bay.
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In Presque Isle Bay, there are 2 docks - South Dock and

#Port Captains: Niels And VickiJensen



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
****Add Raspberry Island if wind from South – anchorage is due south of raspberry island on the mainland


7/6: Apostle Islands - Lay day/ Weather Day

7/7:. Apostle Islands - Lay day/Weather Day S e
So many places to explore!
EE - I_ . I—% o |
e = g
A [l s
E__."E_ﬁ.: __ Ottav
i EEE

9

| 5
ll S

P

)

Vo cadll
mesYacht Club  Blackha

IR

EI
=8
=
=
.1:;:.__ | b

Apostle Islands Marina ¥
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Bayfield is a small city with good provisioning opportunities. The Bayfield Marina offers Fuel (G/D), water, pump-out, 30
and 50-amp electrical, water, ice, WiFi, restrooms/showers, 30-ton Travelift. In town: restaurants, hospital, groceries,
banking hardware


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nelson – I can add arrows to some of your favorite spots in the Apostles.  **Mention Bayfield for provisioning – better stop for provisioning
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X 7/8: Apostle Islands to Cornucopla# (S-190) - 29 +/- nm

16 1 4 3 .~
= 12 I, p " (] 5
r__'h""“'mh \'x ;
1 - K
."JH_'_.‘.-' i K g‘\ 5'\. ) 5 3
\ '\ - REEL
9 8 3 RN YEN

5 £ W ™

Siskiwit Bay Marina:
Service: Fuel (G/D), pump-out, electricity,
Restrooms/showers,15-ton Travelift, full-service marlna

NNghamite

Town: hardware/general store, grocery, liquor, post office

ALl A — .
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Cleveland
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7/9: Cornucopia to Duluth/Superior (S-187)-41 nm
Welcome to the 2026 Rendezvous!

18] (Stoekton Isl
Comucopia - Ontonagon Big Bay

Marguetie

o Register HERE for Rendezvous!

PembrokRke

Barker’s Island Marina:
Services: Fuel (G/D), pump-out, 30/50 amp
electrical, 50-ton Travelift, restrooms/showers,
Laundry, WiFi, marine and gift store, repair services, restaurant. Grocery and
liquor store 2 miles away.

Duluth/Superior is a major commercial port/city. With US Customs services,
hospitals, international airport and rental cars.


https://www.glcclub.com/2026-rendezvous-duluth-superior

e 1) WEHRpRoe




Segment 6:
~ Post Rendezvous: Exploring Thunder Bay and Isle Royale

Rear Commodore Nelson Stone

¥ (Thunder Bay Thunder Bay and Isle Royale — so many
beautiful places to explore. Some of Nelson’s «
favorites are: j

Kakabeka Falls "'”'lr’_‘:', .
&y

Cruise up the coast of Minnesota:
* Taconite Harbor

 Grand Marais

* Suzie Islands/Wauswaugoning Bay vi

av

lis

Then it’s decision time ....

e L e 3 +  Calumet

[Atiantic Mina &= a2 = Joughton e Thunder Bay Clty Marina OR

« Chassell

: ' Two Harbors

S Cosicewmgen Explore Isle Royale - 3 favorites are:
<" White Pine ' * Washington Harbor
' e McCargoe Cove
Tolde.~ «  Rock Harbor

Al AR A 1 L = LR L

" Betteridorf


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At Suzie Islands/Wauswaugoning Bay – it’s decision time.  Continue onto Thunder Bay – 30+ nm OR 17nm Washington Harbor on Isle Royale.  Customs check in Thunder Bay.  Thunder Bay has excellent provisioning, day trips in bus to Port Williams (re-creation of original fur trading), etc. etc.


Rossport (79 nm from Thunder Bay or 65 nm from Margoe Cove for RedRock Concert – 2nd week of August - 
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Harbor Report Links for Segment 1 (with alternatives):
Racine to Mackinac Island

Racine (M-45):

““ Port Washington (M-45):

Sheboygan (M-48):
Manitowoc (M-49):.
Kewaunee (M-51):
Washington Island (M-86):
Muskegon (M-22):
Pentwater (M-20):
Ludington (M-19):
Frankfort (M-16):
Northport (M-13):

o Beaver Island (M-2):
-. Mackinac Island (H-77):

4

https://www.glcclub.com/m45-racine
https://www.glcclub.com/m47-port-washington
https://www.glcclub.com/m48-sheboygan
https://www.glcclub.com/m49-manitowoc “
https://www.glcclub.com/m51-kewaunee T
https://www.glcclub.com/m86-detroit-harbor-wi
https://www.glcclub.com/m22-muskegon Brockvi
https://www.glcclub.com/m20-pentwater-michigan
https://www.glcclub.com/m19-ludington
https://www.glcclub.com/m16-frankfort

https://www.glcclub.com/m13-northport
https://www.glcclub.com/m2-st-james-harbor
https://www.glcclub.com/h77-mackinac-island

South Bend | Toledo

Cleveland
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Harbor Report Links for Segment 2 (with alternatives):
Detroit/Bay City to Mackinac Island

" Detroit(D-54): https://www.glcclub.com/d54-detroit»

Sarnia (D-3): https://www.glcclub.com/d3-sarnia d
Harbor Beach (H-56): https://www.glcclub.com/h56-harbor-beach

Bay City (H-61): https://www.glcclub.com/h61-bay-city %
Harrisville (H-64.5): https://www.glcclub.com/h64-5-harrisville

Rogers City (H-73): https://www.glcclub.com/h73-rogers-city

Mackinac Island (H-77): https://www.glcclub.com/h77-mackinac-island

Brantford ~ Rochester

Madison  Milwaukee fo o Elir = ’ 2ra)
[ _ & Buffalo

"""""

Detroit

Chicago .

Cleveland
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Harbor Report Links for Segment 3 (with alternatives):
Mackinac Island to Sault St. Marie

Mackinac Island (H-77): https://www.glcclub.com/h77-mackinac-island
. DeTour (H-83): https://www.glcclub.com/h83-detour-village
Harbor Island (NC-2): https://www.glcclub.com/nc2-harbor-island

St. Mary’s River, Lime Island and East
Neebish:(NC-01-NC-0.9): https://www.glcclub.com/nc01-nc09-st-marys-river

Sault Ste. Marie and the

(aw

Soo Locks (S-230): https://www.glcclub.com/s230-sault-ste-marie
Isaak Walton Bay (S-222): https://www.glcclub.com/s222-isaac-walton-bay
Waiska Bay (S-221): https://www.glcclub.com/s221-waiska-bay

nocnesLer

Madison  Milwaukee /‘ ‘ it ‘ff|
: 2l Buffalo

) Ur ML ‘
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Detroit

Chicago

Cleveland
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Harbor Report Links for Segment 4:

Sault St. Marie (S-230):
Whitefish Point (S-220.6):
Grand Marais (S-220):
Munising (S-218):
Marquette (S-217):

Big Bay (S-215):

Keweenaw Waterway (S-199):
Houghton-Hancock (S-200):
Ontonagon (S-198):
Stockton Island (S-191.5):
Apostle Islands (S-191):
Bayfield (S-192):
Cornucopia (S-190):

Duluth/Superior (S-187):

Rockford

Cedar Rapids

Sault Ste Marie to Duluth/Superior

https://www.glcclub.com/s230-sault-ste-marie

https://www.glcclub.com/s220-6-whitefish-point

https://www.glcclub.com/s220-grand-marais

https://www.glcclub.com/s218-munising
https://www.glcclub.com/s217-marquette

https://www.glcclub.com/s215-big-bay

tawv

https://www.glcclub.com/s199-keweenaw-waterway

https://www.glcclub.com/s200-houghtonhancock

https://www.glcclub.com/s198-ontonagon

https://www.glcclub.com/s191-5-stockton-island

Chicago . __

https://www.glcclub.com/s191-apostle-islands
https://www.glcclub.com/s192-bayfield
https://www.glcclub.com/s190-cornucopia
https://www.glcclub.com/s187-duluth-superior

Detroit

NaldlimnaZo«

=N Cleveland
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Harbor Report Links for Segment 5:
Post Rendezvous: Exploring Thunder Bay and Isle Royale

Duluth-Superior (S-187):
Taconite Harbor (S-182.8):
Grand Marais (S-182):

Suzie Islands (S-182.1):
Wauswaugoning Bay (S-182.3):

_ Thunder Bay (S-134):
~ Isle Royale Nat’l Park (S-150):

Washington Harbor (S-163):
McCargoe Cove (S-159):
Rock (Snug) Harbor (S-180):

Chicago

https://www.glcclub.com/s187-duluth-superior
https://www.glcclub.com/s182-8-taconite-harbor
https://www.glcclub.com/s182-6-grand-marais e,

https://www.glcclub.com/s182-1-susie-islands

https://www.glcclub.com/s182-3-wauswaugoning-bay Ottawv

https://www.glcclub.com/s134-thunder-bay
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Next Steps
Want to join the flotilla? Contact us!

Flotilla Coordinator: Dee McClure at: waterbeachsail@gmail.com

Segment 1: Racine to Mac Island
Contact Port Captain Mark Wild at: markwild48@gmail.com or

Segment 2: Detroit/Bay City to Mac Island

Contact Commodore Joe McKeown at: mckeown.joe@gmail.com i

Segment 3: Mac Island to Sault Ste. Marie and the Soo Locks
Contact: Rear Commodore Rob Hillman at: robhillman@email.com

¥ A Segment 4: Lake Superior: Sault Ste. Marie to Duluth/Superior
Segment 5: Post Rendezvous: Isle Royale and Thunder Bay
Contact: Rear Commodore Nelson Stone at: nstone812@gmail.com

Cleveland



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reach out to the Segment leader with indication of where you might be interested in hopping off or hopping on.  Consider using No Foreign Land (free app) for boaters to connect, stay in touch and share information.  As we get into May, and boats are in the water, Segment leaders can coordinate further communication between interested parties.  We look forward to seeing you out on the water or at one of the Rallies!
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